
 
At the Special Meeting held May 14, 2003, the Board took the following action: 
 
1-B 
 The Board received and filed and took under advisement requests and statements 
relating to the 2003-04 Proposed County Budget as follows: 
 

1. Statement of Gordon Stefenhagen, Chair of the Library Commission, 
regarding the importance of County Public Libraries in all communities 
and requesting the Board to find a way to continue to support the 
libraries including assistance with the purchase of books and materials 
should the State cut the Public Library Foundation Grants from the 
State budget.  

 
2. Statement of Margaret Donnellan Todd, County Librarian, regarding 

the impact on County libraries if the Public Library budget is reduced 
by $7.3 million and if the State eliminates from the its budget the 
Public Library Foundation Grants.  (Attachment)  

 
3. Statements of Dr. David Sanders, Director and John Oppenheim, 

Chief Deputy Director, Department of Children and Family Services, 
regarding the alternative uses of MacLaren Children’s Center 
Funding; additional resources to the Adoptions area; Title 4-B Funds 
from the State; and the $9.5 million left in Provisional Financing Uses 
for use by the Department of Children and Family Services. 

 
4. Statement of Dr. Marvin J. Southard, Director of Mental Health, 

regarding problems associated with deferred payment by the State 
for AB 3632 services for severely emotionally disturbed children; 
$10 million in service reductions, specifically services to indigent 
children; funding issues related to the agreement with the 
Department of Health Services for in-patient services; and the 
Healthy Families Program. 
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1-B   (Continued) 
 
 

5. Statement of Bruce Saltzer, Executive Director, Association of 
Community Human Service Agencies (ACHSA), regarding the 
Healthy Families Program; curtailments to the Mental Health budget; 
the loss of Tobacco Settlement revenue and AB 3632 funds for 
children with special education needs; the use of one-time revenues 
to reduce proposed cuts for indigent children served by the 
Department of Mental Health; and requesting restoration of 
$4.5 million to the Department’s budget. 

 
6. Statement of Dr. Kita Curry, President and Chief Executive Officer, 

Didi Hirsch Community Mental Health Center and President of the 
Board of Directors of ACHSA, regarding the impact cuts to the Mental 
Health Department’s budget will have on providing services to 
children. 

 
7. Statement of Gladys C. Lee, Chief Financial Officer of Pacific Clinics, 

requesting the preservation of funding for mental health services 
provided to children; and statement regarding the Healthy Families 
Program. 

 
8. Statement of Tim Gallagher, Director of Parks and Recreation, 

regarding curtailments to the Department’s budget, specifically the 
return of State-owned Castaic Lake and Placerita Canyon Natural Area 
back to the State; and regarding the elimination of the trail crew and 
ongoing negotiations with the L.A Conservation Corps and California 
Conservation Corps to provide trail maintenance services. 

 
9. Statement of Gregory C. Brown, City of La Cañada-Flintridge Council 

Member, regarding the reduction to the Department of Parks and 
Recreation’s trail maintenance budget; the potential loss of a 
multi-million dollar asset to the County if the trails are not maintained 
by an experienced specialized crew with specialized equipment; and 
requesting the Board to review the attached Resolution adopted by the 
City of La Cañada-Flintridge.  (Attachment) 

 
10. Statement of Mary Barrie, President of the La Cañada-Flintridge Trails 

Council, regarding the elimination of the trail maintenance crew from 
the Department of Parks and Recreation’s budget; and requesting the 
Board to allocate funds to support the trail maintenance crew.  
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1-B   (Continued) 
 
 

11. Statement of Liz Blackwelder, Rose Bowl Riders, regarding the 
elimination of trail maintenance from the Department of Parks and 
Recreation’s budget; and the 1996 nomination and selection of 
Los Angeles County as one of the top ten “Trail Towns” in the United 
States in a contest sponsored by the American Hiking Society.  
(Attachment) 

 
12. Statement of Linda Palmer, Former President of the Santa Monica 

Mountains Trails Council, regarding the elimination of trail maintenance 
from the Department of Parks and Recreation’s budget; and requesting 
that the Board not eliminate the trail maintenance crew. 

 
13. Statement of Rosa Laveaga, Superintendent of the Arroyo Seco in the 

City of Pasadena and employee of the Park and Natural Resources 
Division of the City of Pasadena, regarding the reduction to the 
Department of Parks and Recreation’s trail maintenance budget; the 
importance of trail maintenance by an experienced crew with 
specialized equipment; and the City of Pasadena’s offer to provide a 
lager maintenance yard at no cost to the County for use by the 
County’s trail maintenance crew. 

 
14. Statement of Deborah Stevens, Antelope Valley Trail Recreation and 

Environmental Council, regarding the elimination of trail maintenance 
from the Department of Parks and Recreation’s budget. 

 
15. Statement of Bob Lewis, President of Castaic Area Town Council, 

regarding the Department of Parks and Recreation’s proposed budget 
recommendation to return Castaic Lake to the State of California; the 
potential loss of sales tax and service revenue generated by visitors to 
the Castaic Lake; and the submission of petitions opposing the 
proposal to return the operation of Castaic Lake to the State.  
(Attachment) 

 
16. Statement of Tere Tucker, Secretary and Chair of the Parks and 

Recreation for Castaic Area Town Council, regarding the Department 
of Parks and Recreation’s proposed budget recommendation to return 
Castaic Lake to the State of California; the decline of property values in 
the area if Castaic Lake is returned to the State; and new development 
in the area of Castaic Lake by General Motors.  (Read into the record a 
letter from the Chamber President) 
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1-B   (Continued) 
 
 

17. Statement of Heidi Webber, Treasurer of the Placerita Canyon Nature 
Center Associates, regarding the Department of Parks and 
Recreation’s proposed budget recommendation to return Placerita 
Canyon Natural Area to the State; revenue saved by the County due to 
the volunteer’s; and potential closure of community programs and 
relocation of park employees if Placerita Canyon Natural Area is 
returned to the State.  

 
18. Statement of Bill Webber, Placerita Canyon Natural Area regarding the 

closure of Placerita Canyon Natural Area. 
 

19. Statement of Kathy Ochoa, a representative of Local 660 SEIU, 
AFL-CIO, regarding the Department of Health Services budget; Local 
660’s willingness to work with the County to reform and modernize the 
health system; additional resources to the County as a result of the 
passage of Measure B; closure of High Desert Hospital, closure or 
privatization of Rancho Los Amigos National Rehabilitation Center, 
service reductions at King Drew Medical Center and LAC+USC 
Medical Center; and requesting that the Board only adopt the status 
quo portion of the Department of Health Services’ budget 

 
20. Statement of Shirley Carter, a representative of Local 660 SEIU, 

AFL-CIO, regarding the Department of Public Social Services’ 
proposed budget reductions; the proposed reduction in CalWORKs 
Eligibility Workers; and suggested that the Department of Public Social 
Services examine all contracts for potential cost savings; also 
statement regarding the Los Angeles Eligibility, Automated 
Determination, Evaluation and Reporting (LEADER) system.  

 
21. Statement of Lawrence Hill, a representative of Local 660 SEIU, 

AFL-CIO, regarding the Department of Child Support Services’ budget 
reductions, specifically the reduced State allocation of funding for the 
County’s Child Support Program. 

 
22. Statement of Ramon Rubalcava, a representative of Local 660 SEIU, 

AFL-CIO, regarding service reductions and policies reflected in the 
2003-04 Proposed Budget; and submission of the attached brochure 
relating to the State Budget Crisis.  (Attachment) 
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1-B   (Continued) 
 
 

23. Statement of Douglas Barnett in support of various programs for the 
Second Supervisorial District; and support for the Coalition for Blacks’ 
Best Interest. 

 
24. Statement of Rahimaj Asubian-Brinkley, Executive Director of Cultural 

Reflections Productions Co. LTD, requesting support for an 
educational arts telecommunication facility, a hospital with a training 
unit of doctors and nurses, ambulance training; also statement relating 
to the environment and conditions of the County jail; and support for 
the Coalition for Blacks’ Best Interest. 

 
25. Statement of Warren Williams requesting support and funding for the 

attached proposal titled “The African-Americans of Los Angeles County 
Special Task Force on Children and Family Services, Economic 
Assistance, Quality Living Conditions, Special Needs, Resources and 
Education Project” submitted by the Coalition for Blacks’ Best Interest. 
 (Attachment) 

 
26. Statement of Ruth Chiquita Summers Burgess Payne regarding the 

2003-04 proposed budget; and support for the Coalition for Blacks’ 
Best Interest proposal.  (Attachment) 

 
27. Statement of Richard Robinson, regarding the need for Deputy 

Sheriff’s. 
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c: Each Supervisor 

Chief Administrative Officer 
County Counsel 
County Librarian 
Director of Child Support Services 
Director of Children and Family Services 
Director of Health Services 
Director of Mental Health  
Director of Parks and Recreation 
Director of Public Social Services 
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